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To Mrs. Lavington. 


MADAM, 


HE Lord has anſwered you by 
terrible things in righteouſnels, 
and touched you in a very tender part. 
Like Job's, your ſore afflictions very 
ſpeedily follow one another. Soon after 
the account came that God had removed 
to glory a very valuable ſiſter *, you 
ſuſtained the loſs of the neareſt relation 
upon earth: The defire of your eyes, 
the moſt pleaſant of ſublunary enjoy- 
ments is taken from you. But what 
ſhall we ſay? Providences are dark; yet 
there is abundant light and conſolation in 
the promiſes. Earthly comforts are un- 
ſtable; but God is ever the ſame, and 
he has taken you in an eſpecial manner 
under his gracious protection. A judge 
of the widow is God in his holy habita- 
tion. Thus has he undertaken for you, 
that 


* Mrs. Mig nan, of Plymouth, who died about a week 
before. | 


L. ] 
that can abundantly make up the want 
of our deareſt earthly comforts, by more 
immediate communications from him- 
ſelf: So that while the ſtreams fail, you 
may have recourſe to the fountain: You * 
may confidently rely on him, and reſt 
aſſured he will never leave you, nor 
forſake you. You have the higheſt en- 
couragement to caſt your burthen upon 
the Lord, for he will ſuſtaip you. In 
faith plead the divine promiſes, and 
truſt God for the performance. With 
him I leave you, praying that you may, 
have much of his preſence in the Wil- 
derneſs; and in his own time an abun- 
dant entrance into the joy of our Lord. 


With ſincere reſpect, | 


; Your obedient ſervant, 


Ax uit n/lc r, 
Feb. 4, 1765. 
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A 
S ERM ON, Ge. 
D A N. XII. 13. 


But go thou thy way till the end be: for thou 
ſhalt reſt, and ſtand in thy lot at the end of 


the days. 
\ \ incumbent on us to hear ; 'and 

| they are loſt to all ſenſe of re- 
ligion, who regard not his works, neither 
conſider the operations of his hands. 
That glorious ſovereign, who does ac- 
cording to his will, has ſent his meſſen- 
ger death, and removed one from us, 
that was eminently uſeful in his vine- 
yard. How ready were we to flatter our- 
ſelves, that notwithſtanding previous and 
repeated warnings, God would ſtill pro- 
long the life of ſuch a bleſſing to his 
church : But he that giveth not to his 
creatures a reaſon of his matters, whoſe 
ſoveteign pleaſure is ever directed by in- 
B finite 


HEN the Lord ſpeaks it is 


E 8. 

finite wiſdom, prepares his faithful ſer- 
vant for, and takes him into the world 
of praiſe; and removes him from this 
world of lamentation, mourning and woe. 
He that with ſo much diligence ſerved 
the Redeemer here, is gone to enjoy him : 
his treaſure was in heaven, and his foul 
is aſcended thither. Satisfied I am, none 
that knew my dear deceaſed friend and 
brother will call this in queſtion. I am 
ſenſible much greater abilities than mine 
are requiſite for the proper execution, of 
the work on which I am entered; but 
my tender affection for the deceaſed 
would not permit me to refuſe when it 
Was propoſed. 5 „ Toad 

And the words I have choſen,. appear 
to me not unſuitable to the preſent ſolem- 
nity, where the Lord graciouſly gives his 
ſervant a full and free diſmiſſion from all 
his labours, burthens and ſorrows, and aſ- 
ſures him for his ſatisfaction, that he ſhall 
receive an everlaſting recompence of re- 
WR LR | 
Ihe prophet Daniel went with the cap- 
tives into Babylon, and continued there du- 
ring the captivity. The time theſe wards 

were 


: 7-1 

were ſpoken to him was in the third year 
of Cyrus, two years after the proclamation 
for their return, which was in the firſt 
year x. So that Daniel muſt now be far 
advanced in life; and as he had ſeen fo 
many changes in our world, he has a 
commiſſion to go to that world, where 
there ſhall be no change; but everlaſting 
Joy ſhall be upon his head, and forrow 
and fighing ſhall for ever flee away. The 
Lord condeſcended to make glorious diſ- 
coveries to Daniel relating to the future 
ſtate of the church, and the various revo- 
lutions that would happen in the world; 
and in this very chapter we have mention 
of the reſurrection which would happen 
after the compleat accompliſhment of all 
that had been before ſpoken of. Thefe 
diſcoveries were made to Daniel by him 
m whom are hid all the treaſures of wiſ- 
dom and knowledge; he orders his ſer- 
vants the angels, thoſe miniſters that do 
| his pleaſure, to make known to him what 
was to come. But theſe words which 
cloſe the prophecy are beſt ſuited to the 
angel of the covenant, and ſeem to be 

| imme- 

® Cl. . 1. 


* 


1 

immediately ſpoken by him. But go thou 
thy way till the end be, &c. As though the 
great Lord had ſaid, Go thy way, till all 
things that have been told thee, ſhall have 
their compleat accompliſhment ; for thine 
eyes ſhall not behold tbe deſolations I will 
make in the earth. Thou haſt ſeen the 
{ore plagues brought upon Jeruſalem, and 
they have filled thine heart with forrow : 
Thou haſt ſhared in the calamities that at- 
tended thy people in a captive ſtate, and 1 
am witnels to the grief of thy ſoul on that 
account. Now thou ſeeſt them reſtored 
to their own land, Go in peace, and be 
gathered to thy fathers thy troubles are 
at an end. Thou art releaſed, haſt per- 
formed thy part : leave therefore thy place 
to others and give thyſelf no further un- 
cafineſs : I ſhall take upon me to accom- 
pliſh all my pleaſure. And when all my 
deſigns are executed, and I come to call 
my ſervants before me, thou ſhalt not be 
forgotten. Thou haſt had thy lot of la- 
bour and ſorrow, and haſt borne all with 
an humble ſubmiſſion; and thou ſhalt 
have thy lot of comfort, and happineſs al- 
ſo. Thou haſt ſerved me faithtully ; and 

I will 


* 

Iwill reward thee openly, in the ſight of 
angels and men : Pleaſe thyſelf with the 
proſpect of it. Thy hopes relating to this 
{hall not be diſappointed. I that have ſet- 
tled all the revolutions that ſhalk happen 
in the world have ſettled this alſo. Thou 
haſt laboured, and haſt not fainted ; thou 
haſt borne a teſtimony for me; and 
thou ſhalt have the cleareſt evidences of 
my gracious acceptance and approbation. 
The propoſition on which I intend to en- 

large is this: 1 351 
« That God in his own time, will 
favour his faithful ſervants with a releaſe 
from all their labours and ſorrows; and 

grant unto them an everlaſting reward.” 
The words of my text, you ſee, were 
originally ſpoken to Dane! for his com- 
fort in views of death, and upon the bor- 
ders of eternity: He was not ignorant of 
the importance and ſolemnity af the 
change that mult ſpon paſs on him ; this 
therefore was deſigned as a cordial to 
chear his ſpirits, when fleſh and heart 
ſhould fail. But though they were ſpo- 
ken to Daniel, they are not to be confi- 
ned to him; far otherwiſe; they are re- 
| corded 


( 10 ) 
corded to be of perpetual uſe to the 
church, even to the end of time. For 
as the apoſtle obſerves, Whatſcever things 
were written aforetime, was written for our 
learning; that we, through patience and 


comfort of the ſcriptures, might have hope}|. 


Purſuing this ſubject, I ſhall, through 
divine aſſiſtance, attempt, 


I. To give ſome deſcription of the per- 
ſon to whom theſe words are ſpoken. 
II. To ſhew what is intended by the 
Reſt, into which he mult ſpeedily enter. 
III. To ſet forth the lot in which he 
muſt hereafter ſtand. | 
IV. To repreſent the certainty of all this. 
V. Make ſome improvement. 


I. The firſt thing then I am to attempt 
is © to give you ſome deſcription of the 
perſon to whom theſe words -were ſpo- 
ken.” And he was in a peculiar manner 


the favourite of heaven, one whom the glo- 


rious king of heaven and earth delighted 
to honour. You have this atteſted by the 
mouth of an angel, who lets him know 

his 


|| Rom, xv. 4. 
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. 
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his prayer was heard, becauſe the Lord 
had graciouſly accepted him. At the be- 
ginning of thy ſupplications the commandment 
came forth, and I am come to ſhew thee : for 
thou art greatly belsved *, Here I would 
obſerve, he was placed in an eminent ſta- 
tion—was one of unſpetted integrity in 
the diſcharge of his truſt—kept up ſtrict 
communion with God—undaunted in his 
Maſter's cauſe—a cloſe ſtudent—and of 
deep humility. 

Damel was placed in a very eminent 
ſtation at court. In this reſpect the Lord 
was pleaſed highly to honour him. God 
gave him favour in the eyes of his prince, 
ſo that all the other officers belonging to 
the crown were placed under him . 

But how high ſoever he was exalted 
here, that comes far ſhort of his honour in 
another reſpect ; and that is, he was in a 
very eminent ſtation in the church: for 
he was a prophet, inſpired by the bleſſed 
Spirit, To him the Lord made known 
his mind and will in an eſpecial manner, 
relating to the Meſſiah's appearance in our 


world, 


Dan. ix. 23. + ch. vi. 1, 2. 


4-2 7) 
world, and the exact time of his mani- 
feſtation in the fleſh. 


He was one of thoſe holy men who 


ſpake as they were moved by the Holy 


Ghoſt. God ſent him with the myſteries 
of his great deſigns; with the meſſages of 
his rich grace to his people. This ſer- 
vant of God made known the divine will 
to the church : What he received of the 
Lord, that he delivered to them. There 
were but few whom God thought fit to 
employ in this work; of which number 
Daniel was one, and diſcoveries were 
made to him, far ſuperior to what the 
prophets in general were favoured with, 
Daniel allo was a man of unſpotted in- 
tegrity in the diſcharge of his truſt, He 
was upright in the whole of his beha- 
viour, ſo that his inveterate enemies, that 
ſought occaſion againſt him, and would 
gladly have accuſed him to the king, up- 
on the molt ſtrict ſearching, the niceſt 
examination into his conduct, are entirely 
diſappointed. They were incenſed againſt 
him, and the leaſt law in his conduct had 


been aggravated to the utmoſt; but con- 


{cience compelled them to bear a teſtimo- 


ny 


n 0 


id * 2 


( 13) | 
ny to his upright behaviour. Then the | 


Preſidents and princes ſought occaſion againſt | 
Daniel, but they found none occaſion or 1 
Fault ; foraſmuch as he was faithful ; nei- 
ther was there any error or fault found in ö 
him *. Daniel was placed in a very cri- 
tical GitMtion ; he was greatly envied; | 
the other officers ſought occaſion aginſt j 

| 

| 


him, but they could find nothing o 
which they could lay hold to accuſe bim 
to the king. Thus his moſt implacable 
enemies bore a teſtimony of his inno- | 
cence, as one that in the moſt faithful | 
manner diſcharged his truſt. Then 
Daniel kept up ſtrict communion with =_ 
God. This was his principal honour ; | 
this his daily concern: Though he was = | 
ſo deeply intereſted in the affairs of ſtate, 1 
he ſtill maintained an intercourſe with the 
better world. He had learnt and ſtrictly ob- 
ſerved Davids rule: Evening and 1 morning, 
and at noon will I pray unto thee, and cry. 
aloud ; and thou ſhalt hear my voiceF. He 
often ſent his heart to heaven, and often 
| received ſpecial tokens therefrom. His 
heart jou may plainly perceive was much 
| * in 
| * Dan. vi. 4. + Paal. Iv. 17. 5 


(8) 
in the upper world; his deſires going 
forth in ardent breathings after God. 

Daniel alſo was undaunted in his Maſ- 
ter's cauſe. He was fixed in his reſolu- 
tion, and could by no means be prevailed 
on to forſake his God; could not be 
drawn aſide by the flatteries of the world, 
nor intimidated by its frowns. He count- 
ed not life dear unto himſelf, fo that he 
might approve himſelf faithful. He is 
determined what to do, and will boldly 
face the greateſt dangers that may attend 
him in the way of duty. When 
that infernal deſign was framed by his 
enemies to take away his life, and they 
had prevailed on their prince to concur 
with them, and eſtabliſh their helliſh 
ſcheme ; this ſervant of God appears for 
him, boldly cleaves unto the Lord, and 
follows him fully, when nothing, as the 
conſequence, but a violent death appears 
before him. This is particularly men- 
tioned to the honour of this ſervant of 
God, and for the encouragement of 
thoſe in ſucceeding ages alſo, that ſhould 
be called to ſuffer for the fake of God and 
a good conſcience. 


Now 


(15) 
Now when Daniel knew that the writing. | 
was figned, he went into his houſe, and his 
windows being open, in his chamber towards | 
Jeruſalem, he kneeled upon his knees three. 
times à day and prayed, and gave thanks | 
before his God as he did aforetime t. | 
Though ſuch a terrible death was threa- li 
tened, he is not afraid openly to confeſs i 
whoſe he is, and whom he ſerves. | 
Daniel was alſo a cloſe ſtudent ; not- [ 
withſtanding he was ſo deeply concerned ( 
in the affairs of the kingdom, he took | 
great pleaſure in reading, and was very q 
attentive to what he read; made obſerva- 
tions, and diligently compared one 
part of ſcripture with another. His 
ſtudy was his element; he loved to be 
thus employed. The apoſtle Peter takes { 
notice, how aſſiduous and careful the 
prophets were, and how intent on their 
ſtudies, that they might find out the 
time of the Meſſiah's appearance: Of 
which ſalvation the prophets enquired, and. 
fearched diligently, who propbeſied of the 
grace that ſhould come unto you : ſearching 
what, and what manner f time the Spirit 
J B 2 of 


t Dan. vi. 10. 


n 

of Chrift, which was in them, did ſignify, 
when he teſtified before hand the ſufferings of 
Chrift, and the glory that ſhould follow ||. 
Thus Daniel, though inſpired, diligent- 
ly followed his ſtudies, and found the ad- 
vantage. In the firſt year of his reign, 
(that is, of the reign of Darius) I Daniel 
underſtood by books, the number of the 
years, whereof the word of the Lerd came to 
Jeremiah ge prophet, that he would accom- 
Fliſh ſeventy years in the deſolation of Jeraſa- 
lem*. He read much; and his care was 
to underſtand and digeſt what he read: 
But thoſe books'that were written by the 
prophets his predeceſſors, chiefly engaged 
his attention: In theſe he took moſt plea- 
ſure'; from them was he furniſhed with 
the beſt knowledge, what he was moſt 
converſant with, was the written word of 
God. But I would alſo add, to crown 
all, | 

Daniel was a man of deep humility. 
Though he was thus favoured by his 
prince, and by his God, yet he 1s not 
puffed up with pride : no, he ſtill regards 
himſelf as a ſinful worm, every way un- 


worthy 
I Pet. i. 10, 11. * Dan. ix. 2. 


E 

worthy the divine notice. How does he 
proſtrate himſelf in the duſt before his 
God! and how mean does he appear in 
his own eyes! He was one of thoſe hum- 
ble ſouls, to whom we are informed, God 
will give grace. Sce what a deep ſenſe 
he has of his own guilt, and what con- 
trition of heart he expreſſes before God! 
And 1 prayed unto the Lord my God, and 
made my confeſſion, and ſaid, O Lord, the 
great and dreadful God, keeping the cove- 
rant and mercy to them that love him, and 
to them that keep his commandments ! We 
have finned, and have committed iniquity, 
and have done wickedly, and rebelled, even 
in departing from thy precepts, and from thy 
judgments, &c +. So that the humility 
of this eminent ſervant of God, added a 
Juſtre to all his other graces. He does 
not boaſt of his greatneſs, or ſay to ano- 
ther, I am hoher than thou: No, he is 
filled with wonder, to conſider that God 
will take notice of, or have the leaſt re- 
gard to him. He is far from imagining 
he can merit any thing at the hand of 
God: it is the divine mercy alone that he 

makes 

+ Dan. ix. 4, 5. 
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makes the foundation of his hope and 


confidence. Thus I have given ſome 
deſcription of the, perſon to whom the 
words of my text were ſpoken. I come; 


IT. In the ſecond place, to take no- 
tice of that Reſt into which he muſt ſpee- 
dily enter. The apoſtle informs us, There 
remaineth a reſt for the people of God +. 


There is a reſt into which every true be- 


licver is ſaid to enter here; of which the 


apoſtle takes notice in that ſame chapter: 
For we which have believed do enter into 
ret ||. There is a reſt in that eternal co- 
venant of grace which is ordered in all 
things, and ſure; into that reſt Daniel 
was already entered. But there is a fu- 
ture: reſt which he has an eye to, and 
which he has here juſt ground to look 
for; a reſt which he had been praying, 
waiting, and hoping for, ſuch as the 
world and all its enjoyments cannot poſſi- 
bly afford. THD ſhalt reſt, | 
This, then, leads me to conſider 
death, as hereby intended, which he was 
not to regard as terrible, but entertain 
the 
1 Heb. ic. 9. A Veric z. 
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( 19 ) 
the molt favourable thoughts of it. The 
prophet had met with very little reſt 
here, but now he ſhall have it com- 
pleat: he ſhall retire to the grave, and 
there the weary are at reſt. This is the 
promiſe made to all the ſervants of 
God: He ſhall enter into peace; they 
Shall reſt in their beds, each one walking 
in his uprightneſs*. Thus the grave 
was the bed of reſt to Daniel; and is ſa 
to every true believer. As the traveller, 
wearied with his journey, lays down to | 

| reſt; thus the believer, tired with the | 

| difficulties of his pilgrimage, tetites to 

! the grave to reſt there, till, by the voice 

| of Chriſt, he ſhall be called thence. - | 

| But is this all? Surely it would have 
| afforded Daniel poor ſatisfaction to be 
| told, that after all the manifeſtations of 
| God's grace and favour to him here, 

! he muſt enter the grave, that place of 

darkneſs and ſilence, where, as he would: 

be a ſtranger to former difficulties; ſo he 
muſt remain an utter ſtranger to former 
comforts too. So that though Damet 
muſt look upon the grave as a place of: 

a reſt, 


—_ —— — 


* ffa. lvil. 2. 
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reſt, yet there muſt be ſomething more 


hereby intended, and that is, 


The happineſs his foul ſhall experi- 
ence immediately on its diſmiſſion from 
the body; which is here repreſented by - 
reſt. The life of a believer is a warfare ; 
he has many enemies with whom he 
muſt contend ; ſtrong oppoſition he meets 
with; much ſtrength and grace is neceſſa- 
ry; great watchfulneſs, and frequent pray- 
er, that he may ſtand his ground ; and, 
as the conſequence, the ſoul muſt be exer- 
Ciſed with fears. Thus ſpeaks the apoſtle, 
Without were fightings, within were fears . 
There are trials of a ſpiritual nature, as 
well as the common troubles he meets 
with from the world; theſe deprive the 
believer of reſt, and often make him go 
mourning in the bitterneſs of his ſoul. 
The deſign therefore of this expreſſion is, 
that all the inward ſorrows of this faith- 
ful ſervant of God, ſhall be entirely re- 
moved; that his ſoul, upon its diſſolution 
from the body, ſhall inſtantly be conveyed 
into the glorious world above, where it 


| ſhall be perfectly pure; no longer pollu- 


ted with fin; no more harraſſed by the 
ſubtil 


+ 2 Cor. vii. 5. 


) 
ſubtil enemy, that lies in wait to de- 
ceive; that roaring lion that walks about 
ſeeking whom he may devour. The words 
have ſpecial reference to that reſt which 
God has promiſed, and which Jeſus has 
purchaſed for all that love him. This is 
what Daniel longed for, and what he had 
ſo often made the ſubje& of his requeſt. 
Heaven was much in his thoughts; he 
longed to be there ; and here is a gra- 
cious and expreſs promiſe, that he ſhall 
enter into it. He can take up with no- 
thing elſe, and here is he aſſured that he 
ſhall enjoy it. He is now ordered to 
take the full poſſeſſion of what he had 
ſo often requeſted in his moſt folemn 
approaches to God: q. d. Daniel, thy pe- 
tition is granted : Thou ſhalt no longer 
remain expoſed to thoſe dreadful ſtorms 
that have hitherto fallen upon' thee, 
whereby even life itſelf has been rei- 
dered burthenſome. The clouds will 


ſpeedily diſperſe, and thou ſhalt find thy- 


ſelf at liberty; ſhalt ſoon arrive at the 
haven, and look back with abundant 
ſatisfaction on all the dangers thou haſt 
eſcaped; not the leaſt forrow ſhall 'be 

| "350 per- 


(22 ) 

permitted to overtake thee any more. 
Thou ſhalt reſt: thou ſhalt have every 
thing thy ſoul can deſire to render it 
compleatly eaſy and happy. Thou ſhalt 
enjoy thy God, and certainly that will 
produce perfect tranquility, and have 
everlaſting cauſe to ſay, the lines are 
fallen to me in pleaſant places, I 
come now 1n the third place, 


III. To ſet forth the lot in which 
he muſt hereaiter ſtand. Hete let us 
conſider, as it is God who aſſigns his 
ſervants the portion of work they are to 
do, ſo it is he that appoints them the 
reward which his abounding goodneſs 
thinks fit to beſtow. Not that the beſt 
can merit any thing at his hand; no, 
it is a reward not of debt, but of 
grace; and the man of God that has 
been moſt eminent in his day in pro- 
moting the honour of the Redeemer, 
and the good of fouls, has been deeply 
convinced of his unworthineſs, and ac- 
knowledged himſelf an unprofitable ſer- 
vant. The apoſtle Paul, who had been 
ſo inſtrumental in advancing God's glo- 
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ry, in the edification and enlarge- 
ment of the church, in one place ſets 
himſelf down as the chief of ſinners; 
in another, declares he was not wor- 
thy to be called an apoſtle; and in 
another, acknowledges himſelf to be 
leſs than the leaſt of all ſaints. Should 
the Lord beſtow no more than they 
deſerve on thoſe that have been moſt 
diligent in his ſervice, not a fingle foul 
of all the fallen race of Adam would 
obtain ſalvation. As to the /of of 


the wicked, that is properly oages ; 


but the bleſſings of the righteous are 
all given; are the fruit of God's infi- 
nite mercy, and ſovereign pleaſure. The 
apoſtle leads us to conſider things in 
this light: For the wages of fin is death; 
but the gift of God is eternal hfe, through 
Jeſus Cbriſt our Lord *, So that by the 
lot here muſt be intended what God 
has determined in his everlaſting coun- 
ſels to beſtow ; what is ſettled upon his 
people, by infinite wiſdom and mercy 


in the ordered covenant : So that ſtand- 
ing in his lot, implies that he ſhall not 
be diſregarded ; ſhall not be forgotten 
D 2 a8 


* Rom. vi. 23. 
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at that important day; that he ſhall 
i be called forth. to hear a well done good 
THR and faithful ſervant, and to receive the 
1 reward of the inheritance, a never-fa- 
ding crown of glory. The words alſo 
lead our thoughts to a glorious reſur- 
rection, ſhewing, that though he muſt, 
according to the unalterable purpoſe of 
infinite wiſdom, go to his long home 
and return to the duſt; yet he ſhall be 
quickened, his body ſhall be raiſed in- 
corruptible, and be a fit companion for 
'| a perfectly pure and immortal ſoul. Thou 
WAY ſhalt fland in thy lot; q. d. It is re- 
1 « ſerved for thee, and thy title thereto 
* 1s undeniable: thou ſhalt have a por- 
[ft « tion every way anſwerable to, and 
100 « infinitely excecding thine higheſt ex- 
ol | e pectations. It is a lot to which thou 
Tf «© mayeſt lay an humble claim; a trea- 
e ſure, a rich treaſure indeed, which 
10 J have reſerved for thee. Thou haſt 
[| « borne: and haſt ſuffered, haſt receiy- 
ed thy lot of grief; but thy lot of 
comfort is yet to come; everlaſting 
Nu joy ſhall be upon thy head.” No 
1 doubt here is an alluſion to the divi- 
1 ding 
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ding the land of Caroan by lot, which 
was done according to the divine di- 
rection. Thus the happineſs of the 
ſaints, which will be compleat both in 
body and ſoul at the day of judgment, 


is repreſented under the notion of a lot, 


to ſhew, that he who ſettled Iſrael in 
the earthly Canaan, directing all things 
that referred to their ſettlement there; 
will at length bring each of his ſer- 
vants to the celeſtial Canaan, and will 
not fail as to any thing he has given 
them ground to expect. And this leads 
me, in the fourth place, 


IV. To repreſent the certainty of it, 


viz. that Daniel, and all the true 
ſervants of God, ſhall reſt and ſtand 
in their lot in the end of the days. 
Here let us confider who he 1s that 
thus ſpeaks; the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
who is the ſame yeſterday, to-day and 
for ever. It is a promiſe uttered by 
him, who never did, who never can 
fail as to the performance. It is a 
deed of conveyance under the great ſeal 


of heaven. It is utterly impoſſible Chriſt 
ſhould 


( 26 ) « 
ſhould deceive. Has he ſaid, and ſhall 
he not doit? Has he ſpoken, and ſhall 
he not make it good? Know that he 
is truth itſelf. Here is a promiſe, and 
we have an oath relating to it, That 
by two immutable things, in which it 
was impeſſible for God to lie, we might 
bave ſtrong conſolation P. Men; we ſee, 
| are often forward to promiſe much 
1 more than they can perform; but this 
is not the caſe here. Therefore God 
puts the queſtion, to ſilence every 
doubt, 7s any thing tco hard for me t? 
et This thing then is eſtabliſhed and can- 
k f not be altered, can never be revoked : 
N It is ſpoken by him that is vifcut 
variableneſs, or ſo much as a ſhadow of 
I! turning]. As certainly as Daniel now 


1 hears the angel of the covenant ſpeak- 
0 f ing to him, ſo ſurely ſhall all that be 
10 fulfilled, which he is ordered to die in 
It the believing expectation of. Nothing 


1 1 can be more certain; for as our Lord 
| ſays, Heaven, and earth fhall paſs 
away, but my words ſhall never paſs 

15 away. 
+ Heb. vi. 17, 18. Jer. xxx. 27. || James i. 17. 
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away*, Thus I have finiſhed the doc- 
trinal part, and come to the fifth thing, 
the improvement. Here, 1 

1. Let this encourage us under the 
loſs of our chriſtian friends. We are 
to conſider the Lord Jeſus, who has 
the keys of the inviſible worlds, (as the 
original word there uſed properly fig- 
nifies) of death+; who opens, and no 
man ſhuts; who ſhuts, and no man 
opens . He that has full authority has bid 
them go their way, and they are gone, 
having his -promiſe that they ſhall not 
miſs their way. He ſecures their paſ- 
ſage ; they ſoon arrive at the end of 
their journey, and their feet. quickly 
ſtand within the gates of the Ner- Je- 
ruſalem. They have a ſpeedy paſſage; 
as ſoon as they are abſent from the- body, 
they are preſent with the Lord d. Cer- 
tainly then it ſhould be our care to 
guard againſt immoderate forrow. Some 
tears are due to the memory of ſuch; 
that is a debt we 'ought to pay; but 
let us take care that our hearts be not 


troubled ; 


Matt. xxiv. 35. + Rev. i. 18. 1 a. See Dr. Dodde- 
_ ridge on the place. f Rev. il. 7, 52 Cor. v. 8. 
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troubled ; let us guard: apainſt ĩimmo- 
derate ſorrow; let us conſider they 
are not loſt: if we belong to Chriſt, 
they have' only received a commiſſion 
to depart a ſhort time before us, and 
the ſeaſon will ſoon come, when the 
fame voice ſhall ſpeak to each of us 
alſo, Go thou thy bay, &c. 0 

2. How ſhould we value the me- 
mory of thoſe Who are gone before us 
to reſt; whoſe converſation evidenced 
that they had imbibed much of the 
ſpirit of that eminent ſaint, to whom 
the words of conſolation are ſpoken in 
my text; The wife man tells us, he 
memory of the juſt is bleſſed}}, And here 
J ſhall be ſadly wanting, both to my- 
ſelf and and you, ſhould I not take 
fome notice of that” faithful ſervant -of 
Jeſus Chriſt, whoſe death occaſioned 
this diſcourſe. God forbid I ſhould 
give flattering titles to any man, or in 
the leaſt ſtretch beyond the line of 
truth in what I have to fay concern- 
ing my dear deceafed ' brother. But yet, 
for the - honour of religion, we muſt 


do 
[| Prov. x: 7. 


— 


4. 3 
do juſtice. to. thoſe that have, in a pe- 
culiar manner, adorned their profeſſion, 
Herein I ſhall be fully vindicated in 
what I have to ſay. And that he had 


drank deeply into Daniel's ſpirit, will 


appear, if we recal to mind the ſeveral 
things I mentioned in deſcribing the 
character of that excellent prophet. And 
here permit me to obſerve : 

He was in an eminent ſtation in 
the church; his capacities for public 
ſervice were great, for he had a large, 
an uncommon . ſhare of human learn- 
ing; a penetrating thought; a ſolid 
judgment; and at the ſame time a moſt 


natural and eaſy way of conveying his 
mind to others. A man, thus furniſh- 


ed, could not be hid; ſo that he was 
earneſtly importuned to undertake the 


weighty taſk of aſſiſting thoſe in their 


ſtudies, who were deſigned for the mi- 


niſtry. This province . he undertook, 


and experience ſufficiently proves his 
ability and faithfulneſs, as there are 
thoſe. ſent out from under his care that 
are. ſhining lights in the church,. and 
are in a way of eminent uſeſulneſs. And 
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( 30 F 
how faithful was he to his flock, his 
particular charge! how did he watch 
over and break the bread of life un- 
to you! Your conſcience will teſtify that 
he did not ſerve the Lord, nor you, 
with that which coſt him nothing: His 
care, you well know, was to give eve- 
ry man his portion in due ſeaſon, O! 
what rich, what ſcul-nouriſhing and 
confirming truths did he bring forth time 
after time] How did he labour for your 
good; warning every man, and teaching 
every man, that he might preſent every 
man perfect in Chriſt Jeſus. It was 
no way his concern to pleaſe the ear: 
all that he longed for was to do good 
to ſouls; and cannot ſome of you re- 
member when this faithful ſervant of 
Chriſt has been ſent with a ſeaſonable 
meſſage ? The Lord was pleaſed to put 
a rich treaſure indeed into his earthen 
veſſel; and with what chearfulneſs did 
he diſpence it for the good of others! 
How brightly did this ſtar ſhine; while 
both in his doctrine and life he direct- 
ed others in the way to heaven : And as 
he was one of a ſound judgment, and had 

a clear 
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a clear inſight into the doctrines of the 
goſpel, ſo he had an uncommon talent 
in explaining ſcripture, and a peculiar 
art in dealing with afflicted conſciences 
here indeed he had much of the ten- 
der and compaſſionate diſpoſition of his 
divine Maſter. Oh what an eminent, 
what a powerful preacher was he! when 
ſhall we find the man that exceeds 
him? how few are his equals in piety |! 
Then, 

He was alſo one that, like Daniel, 
kept up ſtrict communion with God; 
while he had the fouls of others com- 
mitted to his care, and watched for 
them as one. that muſt give an account. 
He was at the ſame time very attentive 
to his own everlaſting concerns. He 
was one of thoſe that walked cloſely 
with the Lord; far from caſting off fear 
and reſtraining prayer before God. Like 
Daniel he was much in prayer, often 
pouring out his heart before the Lord : 
How frequently would he ſend up his 


petitions! As to the precious ſeed he 


has ſown here, it has been watered 


with his tears. He bore you, my chri- 


ſtian 


— 


1 
ſtian friends, much upon his ſpirits. I 
know one that can teſtify how earneſt- 
y he has wreſtled with God for this 
church and congregation, when no man 
beſide was preſent. There are many 
of his prayers upon the file for you, 
my friends, beſides thoſe that were put 
up in public: And here I would juſt 
take notice of his readineſs in prayer; 
his fulneſs as to matter; his pertinency 
of expreſſion; his great fluency and 
freedom ; and at the ſame time, the fer- 
Wl vency of his ſpirit in the duty : all which 
144 | plainly argued he was much in prayer. 
As to the public worſhip of God, and 
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0 it the duties of the family and cloſet, 
"Hy they were his delight: And thus main- 
1 taining communion with God, he was 
MA | | one of deep experience in divine things. 
VF He was alſo undaunted in his Maſ- 
14 ters cauſe: Being a man of great know- 
|; [f ledge, he boldly appeared in defence 
0 1 of the glorious doctrines of the goſpel; 


his conduct evidenced that when truth 
was concerned he feared the face of no 
man: His was not a blind zeal; no, 
it was a zeal of God, according to 

| Know- 
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his enquiries. And how ſucceſsful was 


„ | 
knowledge; it was not attended with 
an intemperate heat; on the contrary, 
he was of a very meek and calm tem- 
per, and made it appear whenever he. 


engaged in controverſy ; which was not 


for victory, but purely. for the ſake of 
truth: This, even his warmeſt oppo- 
nents muſt readily own. With what 
fortitude did he appear, not only againſt 
the groſs doctrinal errors, but alſo 
againſt the enthuſiaſtical deluſions of 
the preſent day. Thus like a rock he 
ſtood unmoved, when ſo many are 
drawn away from the ſimplicity that 


1s in Chriſt. 


He was a cloſe ſtudent: by ſtrict 
application (as I before obſerved) he 


attained to an uncommon ſhare of hu- 


man learning, but all with a deſign. 


to be better fitted for ſanctuary - ſer- 
vice. And, like Daniel, his delight 
was. in the ſacred records. How dili- 
gent was he in his ſearches here! and 
how earneſtly did he labour to find 
out the will of God here revealed! 
He was conſtant and unwearied in 


he 
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(34) 
he therein! That promiſe was emi- 


nently fulfilled to him: F Zhou cryeft 
after knowledge, and lifteft up thy voice 


for underſtanding ; if thou ſeekeſt her as 
ſilver, and ſearcheſt for her as for hid 


treaſures, then ſhalt thou underſtand the 
fear of the Lord, and find the knowledge 
of God*, But one thing more deſerves 


peculiar norice. 

He was alſo a perſon of deep IS 
lity. This grace ſhone brightly in him +; 
ſo that all who were converſant with him 
might plainly diſcern it. He was not 
of an oſtentatious diſpoſition ; affected 
not popularity; and therefore few diſ- 


cerned his real worth. He deſired not 
the 
Prov. ii. 3, 5. | 
+ As a proof of this, out of the numerous inſtances 
that may be mentioned, what follows is watthy notice. 
Converſing with an intimate friend, « ſhort' time before 
the adminiſtration of the Lord's-Supper, he obſerved, 
that on ſuch an octaſion it was highly neceſſary we ſhould 
have ſome particular requeſt : at the ſame time adding, 
this was mine the laſt time. 
« That I may con/ent, if the Lord ſaw fit, to be 
e trodden under foot both of God and men.” 
Another inſtance is, the ſtritt obligation he brought 
his neareſt relation ander, to burn his diary, which 
contained ſeveral yolumes; A loſs which we have juſt 
cauſe to lament, as rich materials might hence have 
been drawn for publiſhing ſuch an eminent liſe. 
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the opplauſe of men; but ſought that 
honour that cometh from God only. 
Was far from entertaining an high opi- 
nion of himſelf. Thus unſeigned hu- 
mility crowned, and was the ornament 
of all his other excelleneies. Thus he 
lived and thus he died 5, a faithful ſer- 
vant of Jeſus Chriſt; a pattern every 
way the imitation of all goſpel- 


miniſters. 

'< Here 16s kighty requiſite I ſhould take ſoma notios of 
him in his laſt ſicknefs, in which he was a very remarkable 
pattern of patience and reſignation to the divine will, His 
pains wete moſt acute, but not a murmuring word dropped 
from his lips. Refore any intimation was given him of 
his great danger, he faid, If God ſhall call ſor my 
« arm*, or my life, I hope I can refign both, and think 
it better to be ab/en! from the body, and projins. evith 
« the Lord,” At another time, under excrugiating pain he 
ſaid, © I thank God, . theſe. are not the pains of hell: 
« they have not a drop of water to cool thett tongue, 
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a « but I have all things neceſſary and convenient. Ay 
© another time, in a dreadful fit of pain. What reaſon 
P 66 have we to be thankful to Jeſus Chriſt, who delivereth 
3 from the wrath to come! To two of kis church who 


came to fee him: © I have had great pain of body, but, 
% bleſſed be God, no pain of mind.” At another time, 
enquiring how Jong he had been from home? We do 
not know, when we leave our habitation, whether we 


t « ſhall ever return to it again ; but this we know, we have 

5 a building of God, an houſe, not made with bands, grer- 

* 4 nal in the heavens,” Thus have we in him 3. mo 

J eminent example of the r of faith and patjonce,, 

ave and a ſteady reliance on God, through Chriſt, whereby he 
was kept in perfect peace. 


* Which was in danger of being cut off. 
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miniſters. And I lament the loſs to * 
church in general, and I myſelf am to 
no ſmall. ſharer. 

Permit me to add a few words. 

3. To you of this church and con- 
gregation, who, for ſo many years, en- 
joyed the labours of this eminent ſer- 
vant of Chriſt d. Conſider him, now he is 
dead, as ſpeaking to you in what you heard 
from his mouth while he was yet, with 
you, Frequently recal to your remem- 
brance the truths he delivered, which 
were not only proved by the word, 
but the importance of them was plainly 
laid before you. Stand up for thoſe 


_ glorious doctrines ; do your utmoſt for 


their ſupport; and do not part with 
them on any conſideration. Whoever 
comes to you, and does not bring theſe 
doctrines, bid him not God ſpeed. 

And as you are now deſtitute, look to 
the Lord for direction, and then ſee to it, 
| | eB the 

+ Here it may not be amiſs to obſerve, it was his 
ſettled rule, yearly to viſit every member of his church, 
and have ſome private conference with each. of the family, 
and prayed with them together. He alſo kept up a yearly 


faſt in his own family, which was obſerved in a very 
ſolemn manner. : 
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ae perſan you fix upon to ſucceed your 
late worthy paſtor, be like him, ſound in the 
faith, and upright in his life and conver- 
ſation. If you have not a regard to this, 
never expect the preſence of God with, 
or his bleſſing upon you. 

And as to you, my young friends, Who 
have loſt ſuch an affectionate tutor, that 
with ſo much care and tendernefs in- 
ſtructed you, look to your heavenly 
Tutor, who ſtill lives, and who can 
turn even ſuch a providence as this, dark 
and diſcouraging as it appears, to your 
advantage. Remember, whoever has 
the charge of you, without Chriſt's bleſ- 
ſing you never will be fitted for your 
work : Let your dependence, therefore, 
be upon the great Shepherd and Biſhop 
of ſouls, who only can make you able 
miniſters of the New-Teſtament. Rely 
upon him as a friend that will never for- 
ſake you. | 

As to thoſe of us that are engaged in 
the high and honourable work of preach- 
ing the goſpel, let us be animated by 
ſuch an example to gird up the loins of 
our mind, and have our eye upon that 

"Wt | lot 
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lot which is prepared for all Cri 
faithful ſervants. Let us gladly ſpend 
and be ſpent in our Maſter's work, hay- 
ing reſpect unto the recompence of re- 
ward*, Let us pleaſe ourſelves with 
the ſoul-reviving proſpect of our diſ- 


miſſion, in the Lord's own time; to have 


our happy lot with thoſe eminent ſaints, 
thoſe faithful ſervants of Chriſt, that are 
gone before us. Oh how gladly ſhall 
we join with them in aſcribing glory, 
honour, power, might, majeſty and do- 
minion to him that ſitteth upon the 
throne, and to the Lamb ! 

I conclude all with a word to ſinners. 
As the faithful ſervants of God muſt 
ſtand in their lot, ſo muſt you. As to 
thoſe that by our dear deceaſed brother 
have been time after time entreated to 
come to Chriſt and forſake ſin, but have 
hitherto refuſed, Remember it will be 
a dreadful, mournful thing to have him 
appear a ſwift witneſs againſt you; and 
to ſee him rejaice, when a ſentence of 
everlaſting condemnation © 7h be pro- 
nounced upon you. . * 

_ * Heb. xi. 26. 
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